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Abstract

This study investigates why parents invest in out-of-school English education and what
sustains or deters such investment in contemporary Japan. Semi-structured interviews were
conducted with 12 parents of primary and lower-secondary students living in urban areas.
Narratives were examined from a micro, affective perspective. Drawing on Sunaga’s distinction
between educational aspiration (wish) and educational expectation (perceived attainability),
parental talk was organized into two analytic categories—anxieties and hopes—and further
compared across overseas-oriented and domestically focused households.

Three anxieties recurrently appeared: distrust of school English; concerns about future
disparity; and cost/effort hesitation. Three hopes counterbalanced these: a global-competence
ideal that treats English as a medium for expression and collaboration; self-efficacy generated
by low-cost, high-frequency successes; and perceived social mobility through wider options for
study, work, and mobility.

Comparison of household orientations showed distinct resource allocations and recovery
paths. Overseas-oriented families tended to front-load experience investments—domestic
camps, interview coaching with native speakers, short stays—then internalized gains into
school tasks (experience — internalization — school reflection). Domestically focused families
preferred low-cost, high-frequency portfolios and relied on visible school assessment (practice
— assessment — credentials). Across both groups, school “recovery points” (regular oral
assessment with recordings and rubrics, five-minute end-of-unit presentations, acceptance of
external outcomes in a school portfolio) reduced hesitation by making results visible and
meaningful.

A mediation model is suggested: emotion (anxiety/hope) — resource thresholds (time,
money, information) — investment path — recovery/visibility — cumulative advantage or
disadvantage. Implications include institutionalizing oral performance opportunities, aligning
class tasks with external activities, and providing comparable course information so that
families can plan balanced portfolios. Given the small, qualitative, cross-sectional design, the
model would benefit from confirmation through mixed-methods and longitudinal studies.
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