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Developmental Features of Feeding Skills of Three Down’'s Syndrome Infants

Abstract

Developmental features of feeding skills of three Down’s syndrome infants were presented until they
could eat their foods with circular rotary movement pattern of jaw (6m to 2y6m). Results: 1) By 30
months of age, all the three infants could acquire the circular rotary movement pattern of jaw to
masticate. 2) Lip closure movement was the most difficult, and the weak pressure of lip closure effected
to other developmental stages. 3) To overcome the immature lip closure function, the complemented
functions (tongue thrust, foods blowing) appeared which were different individually. 4) Although the
learning process of the circular rotary movement pattern was different among the infants, all the three
infants didn't have the problems such as tough protrusion or swallowing the food without chewing.
Conclusion: Each infant had different process and hard time to control their feeding skill, but they could
acquire the skill of mastication at the age of 2 years and half months.

Early individual intervention for feeding is necessary, since the process to acquire eating skills varies
individually. The early feeding intervention should work as whole developmental system composed by

nutrition, cooking, communication, posture and movements.
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